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Mountainside residents against development

By Elana Knopp
Staff Writer

The vast parcel of land at 1490 and 1496
Route 22 in Mountainside has quite the
storied past. On the property sits the for-
mer residence of Genovese crime family
member Angelo “Gyp” DeCarlo, who ran
the family’s loansharking operations dur-
ing the '60s. The huge house sits, crum-
bling and deteriorating, on land that has
long been neglected by its current owners.

Now all five acres of this notorious piece
of property are slated for redevelopment by
the borough after being rezoned in 2014, a
move that, according to residents, was
completely unknown to them.

The land’s developer, The Pond at
Mountainside, LLC, plans to raze the
house, clear the land, and drain the large
pond that serves to mitigate storm waters
in the area during flooding events.

Residents are deeply concerned about
issues ofwater drainage, traffic congestion,
parking and safety.

According to Nick Barbera, who owns a
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The pond that is on the property to be developed. Plans include draining the
pond, which would affect wildlife, and could pose a problem for water drainage.

restricted. Each of the units will lie 2,500
square-foot, three-stoiy townhomes, with
the market-priced units getting two-car
garages and the affordable housing units,
one garage.

The land was rezoned in 2014, at which
time the borough’s governing bt)dy adopted
the requisite amendments to the existing
Zoning Ordinance. The board’s amend-
ment, set forth in a written report by pro-
fessional Planning Board Consultant John
T. Chadwick 1V, included the affordable
housing component.

A Fairness Hearing was held in Febru-
ary of 2014 and, according to council docu-
ments, “nobody lodged any objection to the
plan.”

But according to Barbera, no one knew
anything at all about the rezoning or the
development until a letter was sent by the
board in early March.

“We only knew about this because the
borough was required by law to send us a
certified letter,"” said Barbera. “Before the

house adjacent to the proposed develop-
ment, a meeting of the Planning Board

“It was standing-room only,” said Barbera
of the March 23 meeting.
Approximately 100 residents showed up

Block 3-A, Lots 17 and 18, which is situated
directly on Route 22. The property is set to
accommodate 23 market-priced units and

residents got the letter, no one had any idea
about the housing,” he said of the proposed
development.

brought in a frustrated crowd of residents.

Panarese cites

By Elana Knopp
StaffWriter

Hillside Mayor Angela Garretson’s abrupt demotion two
weeks ago of former Chief of Police Louis Panarese has
unleashed a firestorm of criticism.

The notification of the demotion of Panarese from chief
of police to captain —just one of many controversial moves
by Garretson — came three hours before that decision went
into effect, according to an attorney for Panarese, Vito
Gagliardi, Jr.

Panarese, 57, is a 32-year veteran of the police depart-
ment and served as captain for six years before being
appointed as chief of police.

Many in the department believe the demotion came as a
result of an email sent by Panarese to other officers in the
department. The letter was intended to boost morale with-
in the department, according to Officer Matt Casterline,

PATRICIA C. McCORMACK, MD, FAAD

to protest the proposed redevelopment of

six affordable housing units, all

age- See CONCERN, Page 5

payroll, administration in email

Union President for the Patrolmen's Association. Caster-
line says that the department has been dealing with scores
of serious issues under Garretson’s administration. Caster-
line cites failure on the township’s part to make pension
payments on-time and in-full, as well as deducted funds
from subsidiary employee retirement accounts by the
township that have never been deposited.

“For over six months we were led to believe that our
investments were being managed properly,” said Caster-
line. “So not only did the town deduct our money, it sat in
an account somewhere where the town benefitted off the
interest. And when they were deposited, the amount was
insufficient.”

In addition, Casterline says that employees are working
without contracts.

“Not one department within the township is working
under a contract right now,” said Casterline. “We have

started negotiations over and over for the last few years and
to no avail. Most recently we made agreements with the
township attorney and we were ready to sign a contract
Then the mayor told me she was unaware of any of the
agreements, causing us to start over.”

According to Township Business Administrator
Stephanie Bush-Baskette, all of the unions are in contract
negotiations — all except the Patrolmen’s Association. “We
sat down individually with each union representative,” said
Bush-Baskette. “The only ones that didn't show up was the
Patrolmen’s Association. They said they couldn’t show up.”

But that’s not quite how things played out, according to
Casterline. “Our union labor representative was unable to
make it that day, so we asked to reschedule the meeting,"
said Casterline. “Garretson refused to reschedule and said
they were proceeding without us.”

See HILLSIDE, Page a
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Saving Earth today for a better Earth tomorrow

By Jennifer Rubino
Staff Writer

Fifth-grade gifted and talented students
from Rahway, Roselle, Kenilworth and
Berkeley Heights participated in an environ-
mental convocation called, “Kids Saving
Earth Today for a Better Earth Tomorrow,”
on Wednesday, March 23. The goal of the
event was to promote environmental aware-
ness in the surrounding community by set-
ting positive examples and providing fun
activities that demonstrate environmentally
friendly actions. The students gained a deep-
er understanding of environmental issues
affecting the community. The students also
had a chance to make new friends from
other towns; It was a networking experience
for both the instructors and students.

The main activity was a mock trial that
involved the Lorax, the main character in
Dr. Seuss’s book about the dangers corpo-
rate greed poses to the environment. Dr.
Seuss uses personification to give life to the
environment, as the Lorax, and industry, as
the Once-ler. After watching the video, stu-
dents participated in a mock trial to deter-
mine the verdict of the Once-ler. They
debated as to whether the Once-ler was
guilty of ignoring the common good and
polluting the environment.

Amir Robinson, of Rahway, was assigned
the role of the Lorax. “It was a lot of fun and
a great experience,” Amir said. “The Once-
ler shouldn't have been polluting the land
and chopping down all the trees. Everything
was polluted and dying. The Lorax won the
trial because everyone was on his side."

Amir was anxiously anticipating the
other activities for the day. “My teacher is
so nice and plans great activities for us. We
take a lot of trips. We get to learn and have
fun at the same time.”

Students also discussed how to fix the
mess the Once-ler made in the land of the
truffula trees. They thought about possible
laws that could be passed or agencies that
could be responsible for overseeing the envi-
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From left are, Ariana Gaub, Michelle Medina, Aashri Chawada, Gifted and Tal-
ented teacher Nikki Thompson, of Madison School in Rahway, and Ava Guil-
iano, left to right, creating signs in order to remember to unplug appliances.

ronment. Students were assigned roles in
the hearing and worked cooperatively to
prepare a statement of the problem from the
character’s perspective. One of the student
groups took the role of the Environmental
Protection Agency, and prepared questions
for each group of students to answer. Each
group selected one leader to conduct the
hearing. Follow-up acthities included hav-
ing students find articles in newspapers,
magazines and the internet about preserving
and cleaning the environment.

Another activity called, “Clean It Up,”
told the story of a fictional town called So
What, where a few careless townspeople
contribute to the problem of polluting Lake
Benjamin. Students were provided with
two pans, a coffee filter, paper towels, a
strainer, cotton balls and plastic cups. They
had to figure out how to clean the lake
using the materials provided.

“After completing this activity, | want to
make sure all the water | drink is purified,’

said Madeline Christopher, of Rahway.

The importance of recycling was empha-
sized to students as they participated in an
activity called “Invention Convention." It
asked them to give new life to an old prod-
uct that had already served its original pur-
pose. They divided into groups of three to
market their new product to the class.”

“My favorite activity of the day was the
‘Invention Convention,’ because it required
creativity,” said Madeline. “It showed the
importance of recycling, and it was cool to
make things that can be used for new pur-
poses.”

In an activity called “Unplug Me,” stu-
dents learned about energy vampires, or
appliances that use electricity even when
they aren’t in use. Students were taught
about surge protectors that can easily be
turned off to cut the flow of energy. They
were asked to make a list of all the appliances
in the room that are energy vampires. They
wrote messages on index cards as reminders

ANGEL

to turn off or unplug appliances when they
aren’t in use. Pictures or symbols were also
drawn on the cards as decorations. After the
cards were complete, they planned to hang
them at school or at home near the energy
vampires to remind them to “unplug it.”

“These convocations are more than just
about learning,” said Gifted and Talented
Association Co-President Maryellen Moffitt.
“It gives students and instructors an opportu-
nity to network. It’s so important for children
to socialize in today’s world of technology”

The convocations require students to
solve problems that require higher-order
thinking skills. A full day of higher order
thinking gives students a chance to really
challenge themselves. Students are encour-
aged to return to their districts to share the
knowledge they learned.

“The number of gifted and talented
teachers in each district is so small it’s cru-
cial for us to come together,” said
Maryellen. “The convocations are network-
ing opportunities for the brightest students
to move beyond the world of technology.”

The Gifted and Talented Association con-
sists of all the gifted and talented teachers
and coordinators in Union County. They
meet periodically to discuss lesson plans,
field trips and new research. The convoca-
tions, such as the one they had today, have
won Best Practice of New Jersey awards from
the New Jersey Department of Education.
They usually have about 10 convocations per
year for grade levels two through eight.

Lisa Lesiak is the president of The
Union County Gifted and Talented Associ-
ation. It was established in 1988 to provide
opportunities for teachers and coordina-
tors to participate in professional develop-
ment and create effective learning experi-
ences for the students. Today there are 13
towns involved with the association. They
include Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford,
Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Linden, Rahwny,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains/Fan-
wood, Springfield and Westfield.
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Battle Hill Elementary School students and staff members add their handprints in gold paint to the Battle Hill playground
as part of a fundraiser for the Team Campbell Foundation, raising $1,200.

Battle Hill students, parents and teachers have also come together to create more than 150 pillowcases and raise more
than $400 for caseforsmiles.org, which helps reduce the emotional stress associated with children’s hospital stays.

Battle Hill raises funds for Team Campbell

By Elana Knopp
Staff Writer

Gold handprints in the shape ofa ribbon
adorn the playground at the Battle Hill Ele-
mentaiy School on Killian Place in Union.
And often, the students come outside to
take another look at the special master-
piece they have created.

Alison Brehm, fourth-grade teacher
and student council advisor at the school,
says that the beautiful hand-printed rib-
bon represents a meaningful mission to
the students, parents and faculty at the
school.

“This is something that is very meaning-
ful to us,” said Brehm, of the fundraiser for
the Team Campbell Foundation, an organ-
ization that was formed in 2014 in memory
of Campbell Hoyt, who battled Anaplastic
Ependymoma, a rare cancer of the brain
and spine. She passed away in 2014 at the
age of 8.

The foundation assists pediatric cancer
patients and their families who are faced

with a cancer diagnosis. Some of their
efforts include raising awareness, funding
research, and providing a variety of servic-
es to patients and their families.

“This is a fundraiser that is very close to
our hearts,” said Brehm. According to
Brehm, Campbell Hoyt was niece to Mark
Hoyt, principal of Battle Hill School.

Brehm says that each student and staff
member got the opportunity to place their
handprint on the playground.

“Each student rolled their hand in some
gold paint, then placed their handprint on
the playground,” said Brehm.

Between the students, parents, and
staff, the school managed to raise more
than $1,200 for the foundation.

According to Brehm, the students
enjoyed working together to create the gold
ribbon, as well as feeling a strong sense of
pride. “The kids love looking at their hand-
prints,” she said. “Some of the kids weren’t
big fans of gold paint on their hands, but
they all loved it at the end.”

The money raised will help the Team
Campbell Foundation to continue its mis-
sion to help pediatric cancer patients and
their families. The foundation has sent
patients and their families on special out-
ings, such as to Great Adventure, and pro-
vided box seats at local baseball games, giv-
ing the families a much-needed respite
from rounds of difficult treatments. In
addition, the foundation plans on provid-
ing scholarships to the siblings of young
patients.

“The Battle Hill PTA offered their time
to ensure that each child participated in
this memorable experience,” said Brehm.
“It will be on the Battle Hill playground
for years to come. These experiences not
only helped members of the community
in need, it enriched the lives of the stu-
dents, parents and teachers by helping
others.”

For additional information about the
Team Campbell Foundation, plesae visit
http://www.teamcaiiipbellfoundation.org/.
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Photos Courtesy of Janice Marsili

Teacher of the Year for Union County Janice Marsiii, with the mosaic wall in

the background.

Indoor mosaics at David Brearley. The mosaics were funded by the Artist
Residency Grant that Marsili received from the NJ. State Council on the Arts.

Marsili Is Union County’s teacher of the yeir

By Jennifer Ruhino
StaffWriter

Teachers are often underappreciated,
overworked and underpaid, hut every once
in awhile they get the praise they deserve.
Janice Marsili aced her work as lead
teacher of fine and performing arts at
David Brearley High School in Kenilworth,
where she has taught for the past 19 years.
She was named Union County's Teacher of
the Year for 2015-2016.

Marsili began her teaching career at
Bishop George Ahr High School in Edison.
Prior to teaching, she worked in a depart-
ment store in the visual merchandising and
store planning department. Although she’s
been teaching for many years, she’s still a
student herself.

“l am now in my second year of doc-
toral studies at Montclair State Universi-
ty, where | will receive my Ph.D. in
teacher education/teacher develop-
ment,” said Marsili. “Before that |
received my undergraduate degree from
Drexel University in Philadelphia and my
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master’s degree from Kean University.”

Marsili has combined her passion for
teaching and art to become successful in
her career. She believes it was for this rea-
son that she received such a prestigious
award. In addition to all her dedication and
education, she also contributed to the
appearance of David Brearley Middle and
High School, which are located on the same
campus.

“l think that | was chosen as the Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year for the interdisci-
plinary work | have done throughout my
career, but most recently since 2007
when | was awarded the first of eight
Artist Residency Grants from the NJ
State Council on the Arts,” she said.
“These grants provide schools with a res-
ident artist for 20 visits to help to carry
out some sort of special project. Our
grants have combined art with English,
history, science and business to create
various projects. Since 2010 our projects
have revolved around large-scale mosaic
installations within the school building

and on the school grounds,” said Marsili.

Three indoor mosaics were added to
the school, in addition to a 14-foot tall
mosaic tree in the school courtyard with a
diversity theme. A student-designed
bench and tabletops dedicated to the stu-
dents’ grandparents were also created. A
pond with a 15-foot mosaic with a toler-
ance theme also spreads a positive mes-
sage. A mosaiced greenhouse and butter-
fly garden, where students can learn to
hybridize plants and then plant them in
the garden, also add to the aesthetics of
the school.

“These projects have been partially
financed by sales projects carried out by
the students,” says Marsili. “These students
are from the business department, and
they learned about running a business in
the process.”

As the 2015-2016 Union County teacher
of the year, Marsili has enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to work with other teachers through-
out the state. Under the leadership of the
State Teacher of the Year, Chelsea Collins,

she and other teachers have traveled to
schools to deliver School Teacher Profes-
sional Development presentations in each
oftheir areas of expertise. Marsili’s presen-
tations included topics such as grant writ-
ing and cross-curricular projects.

“l also served as a grant reader for the
Department of Education and was on the
selection committee for the 2017 Teacher
of the Year,” she added.

After Marsili finishes her doctorate
degree, she hopes to use her education and
experience to make even more of a differ-
ence in her field. She looks forward to
working with all the people she’s met after
being recognized in her profession.
Although she will only be named Teacher
of the Year for one year, she will always be
involved with the group.

“l didn’t realize when | was named
County Teacher of the Year that this was
more than a one year position. Once you're
involved with this group, you are always
involved,” she said. “Teachers have a voice
and | hope | can help them be heard.”
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The parcel of land that the proposed development will be built on. In the
background is a vacant building that was once owned by the DeCarlo family.

Concern over development

(Continued from Page 1)

Repeated calls to the township went
unanswered as of press time.

The issue of rezoning to accommodate
affordable housing has its roots in two
cases decided by the Supreme Court in
1975 and 1983, setting forth what is now
known as The Mount Laurel Doctrine. This
doctrine states that zoning ordinances that
do not provide affordable housing opportu-
nities are unconstitutional, requiring
municipalities to zone and take actions in
order to provide their “fair share” of afford-
able housing. The doctrine defines afford-
able housing as housing that is affordable
for low- and moderate-income people.

According to records, “Developers try to
identify municipalities that do not provide
affordable housing and then bring lawsuits
to have the courts set aside their zoning
ordinances as being unconstitutional. The
developers then try to build projects with
20 to 30 apartments or condos per acre,
which is far more than the municipality’s
zoning ordinance would have permitted.
The lawsuits are called Mount Laurel suits,
or builder’s remedy lawsuits.”

The borough received a Judgement of
Compliance and Repose from Judge Cas-
sidy on September 10, 2014, which dictates
that, “so long as the borough complies with
the terms of the judgment, it is immune
from Mount Laurel suits until September
10, 2024."

Barbera says that the movement oppos-
ing the development is gaining steam. “We
have a grassroots movement,” said Bar-
bera. “The residents are up in arms that
they weren’t told about the rezoning back
in 2014.”

According to Barbera, the borough is
claiming that the proposal is in the best
interests of the residents. “If it’s in our best
interests, then why did they hide it?” Bar-
bera said. “They didn’t want to deal with it
in 2014. Now they're dealing with it in
2016.”

A huge concern is the proposed draining
of a large pond that sits on the property.

According to resident Dottie Unchester, the
pond is integral to the flooding issues that
often plague the neighborhood.

“They say they’ll drain the pond,” said
Unchester, who has lived on the property
immediately behind the proposed develop-
ment for 35 years. “The storm water
drainage goes into the pond. They say
they’ll drain the pond and backfill it. Where
is the water going to go?”

According to Unchester, residents did
not get many answers at the packed meet-
ing. “When the engineer was asked where
the water would go he wasn't sure,” she
said.

Unchester says that more and more
people are finding out about the controver-
sial development. “We had such a huge
crowd there,” she said. “That’s unusual for
Mountainside. People are concerned that
they are setting a precedent,” Unchester
said of the council.

According to Unchester, there would be
just 25 feet between her property and the
townhouses. “It's a little speck of green left,
and there are few of them,” remarked
Unchester. “There is an ecosystem that is
being destroyed. They’'ll be cutting down
trees. There are foxes back there, frogs,
cranes, deer — lots of wildlife. There were
fish in that pond.”

Unchester says that she does not object
to the six affordable housing units but to
the others. “l understand the obligation for
the affordable housing units,” she said.
"But why not just build those six units and
not build the other 24? It's very sad and
very disheartening that all this is being
done for profit. It’'s a shame."

Unchester also expressed doubt at the
ability of the units to sell. “It’s hard for me
to imagine seniors spending so much
money, and right on Route 22,” said
Unchester, who says that the houses start
at about $500,000. “Who knows if they
will sell? | just don’t understand why our
planning board would do this. We had faith
in our town that they were not going to let
this happen.”
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Cranford teens show creativity at arts fest

By Elana Knopp
Staff Writer

There are paper mache sculptures,
African tribal masks, watercolors, ink and
pencil sketches, jewelry and pottery in the
bustling Student Commons at Union Coun-
ty College. Down the hall in a vast gymna-
sium, a group of dancers dressed in gray
and white and wearing dramatic face paint
perform a modem dance before a pumped
and cheering group of fellow students. In
the theater beyond the gym, a choral group
has just finished a performance to excited
applause.

The energy was palpable at this year’s
annual Union County Teen Arts Festival on
Wednesday, March 23, and Thursday,
March 24, at Union County College in
Cranford.

The event, which is administered by the
Union County Department of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs and the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, attracts more than 4,000 stu-
dents from more than 60 high schools and
middle schools throughout Union County.

Teen artists across all disciplines come
together to showcase their unique talents
on what has become a very special and
much-anticipated two days.

County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
who helped organize the event, said the
event offers students a unique opportunity
to showcase their talents and connect with
other teen and professional artists
throughout the county.

"It's an opportunity for students from
all around Union County to present their
art to experts who give them feedback so
that they can improve their talents,” said
Kowalski.

Students involved in music, theater,
dance, voice, photography, sculpture,
painting and more take part in the event.

“It's a rare opportunity for students
from different schools to meet each other,”
said Kowalski. “And it gives them an audi-
ence. It’s a very positive exjjerience for all
involved."

Kowalski said the festival, which was
started more than 30 years ago, has kept up
with the times.

“The event now includes a drumming
circle, salsa dancing and etch-a-sketch,”
Kowalski said.

Kathy Kakaletris, Teen Arts coordina-
tor, said she has been involved with the fes-
tival for 11 years.

“I love it," Kakaletris said. “The kids are
so talented. It's amazing how talented these
kids are.”

Kakaletris, who is poised for retirement

Union County LocalSource is published and mailed to the homes of
subscribers every Thursday by Worrall Community Newspapers, an
independent, family owned newspaper company. To report a break-
ing news story, call 908-686-7700 and ask for our editorial depart-
ment. We accept news releases and opinion pieces by email. Our
email address is editorial@thelocalsource.com.
received by 5 p.m. Friday to be considered for publication the fol-

lowing Thursday.

Photos by Elana Knopp

Above left, Art on display at Teen Arts Fest. Above right, a wall of African trib-
al masks on display at the Teen Arts Fest.

next year, said she plans on continuing
with the festival.

“l hope to retire next year, but I'm still
going to do this,” she said.

According to Kakaletris, about 50 vol-
unteers and 55 paid professional staff help
run the event. Experts across many artistic
disciplines are called in to give feedback
and invaluable advice to the budding
artists.

“We get a very varied group of talented
artists and performers,” said Kowalski,
speaking of the many experts who give
their time and abilities to the event. “They
are retired professors and people involved
in the arts. They say that they learn as
much from the students as the students
learn from them.”

Kakaletris says preparation for the
event starts early.

“We start preparing around September
time when the kids go back to school,” said
Kakaletris. “December is when things real-
ly start gearing up.”

Lauren McArthur, a senior from Cran-
ford High School, stands next to her art-
work, a large infographic in hues of green
and beige that focuses on recycling.

“You incorporate the images and
important statistics,” said McArthur,
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explaining the artistry of infographics. “It
makes it more impactful.”

McArthur says recycling is an issue very
important to her.

“I'm really into recycling,” she said. “l've
been using the same reusable water botde for
ayear. | feel like I'm saving space in landfills.”

According to McArthur, she was
inspired to create her graphic from her
environmental science class. “I feel like all
of the images that | incorporate make it
really apparent,” she said of her passion for
both art and recycling.

Eva Popp, also a senior at Cranford
High School, is a photographic artist. Her
work, a dramatic black and white image
titled, “Distance,” portrays a teenage boy
beneath a graffitied underpass.

The boy, a friend of Popp’s, who posed
for the photograph, is looking into the dis-
tance, a reflective and introspective look on
his face.

“Our project in class was environmental
portraits,” said Popp. “It wasn’t supposed
to be just a portrait of someone’s face. We
had to get the environment that that per-
son was in.”

Popp says the setting in which she took
the photograph is under a busy highway,
which is known to local teens.

“It’s a secret hangout place we call ‘Dun-
geons,” ” she said. “You can see the sunset
from down there. The lighting is very dra-
matic.”

Union County College President Mar-
garet McMenamin says the event is one she
and everyone at the college looks forward
to every year.

“We welcome them every year and we
look forward to it every year,” said McMe-
namin. “The event brings in what we like to
call our future students. These are our
future artists, the future leaders of our
nation. We need fresh young faces.”

McMenamin said the festival offers a
truly unique experience for everyone
involved.

“We need to celebrate artists,” said
McMenamin. “We can’t lose sight of the
importance of the arts. We recognize that
our world is made up of more than doctors,
lawyers and accountants. People travel all
over the world to see art. Why shouldn’t we
encourage it right here in the community?”

Cranford High School senior Mairead
O’Gorman, whose watercolor, ‘In the Still of
the Night,’ was on display, said she got inter-
ested in painting when she was 10 and plans
on pursuing a career in the arts. Her piece, a
vibrant depiction of a dragon against a night
sky, was inspired by the concentration she is
currently studying in her studio art class.

“Our theme was winged creatures,” said
O’Gorman. “I really love dragons and |
really like contrasting bright colors in my
pieces. | also really love night skies.”

Vicki Jenkins, a dance teacher at Plain-
field Academy for the Arts and Advanced
Studies, was there with her dance students,
who were warming up in the hallway before
going in for their performance.

“It's a lot of hard work,” said Jenkins.
“My favorite part of this is that my students
get to see other kids perform.”

Recreation and Parks Director Ron
Zuber says a lot of hard work and logistical
planning goes into the event and it is
remarkable to see it all come to fruition.

“I love seeing how it all comes together,”
said Zuber. “We hear such positive feed-
back. It’s really kept its life, its steam,” said
Zuber of the event.

Although the event is not a competition,
there are artists who are selected by expert
adjudicators to move on to the State Arts
Festival, which will be on Wednesday, June
1, at Ocean County College.

“It’s a spectacular event,” said McMe-
namin. “We are celebrating the youth of
Union County. It's a joyful day here at
Union County College.”
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NATIONAL HONORS SOCIETY — The National Honor Society dinner and
induction ceremony was held at Hillside High School on Feb. 24, to recog-
nize 35 seniors who have excelled in the areas of scholarship, service,
leadership and character. This annual event was also attended by board
members, administration, teachers, former inductees, friends and family.

Trailside hosts presentation
exploring the space station

By Jennifer Rubino
StaffWriter

It may be dark in outer space, but thanks
to NASA Solar System Ambassador Paul
Cirillo, patrons at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center attended an enlightening
presentation describing the experience of
living and working in the International
Space Station. The presentation took place
Saturday, March 26, at Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside. It was an
informative afternoon for guests of all ages.

Cirillo has studied astronomy for 30
years, and as a graduate of Rutgers Univer-
sity and volunteer speaker for NASA, he’s
very enthused by the subject. He began by
explaining how and when the International
Space Station was built. Due to the difficul-
ty and danger of building the largest habit-
able satellite, it took 14 countries including
the United States to construct.

Building a space station is no menial
task, and each component of the station was
sent to space by different countries over the
course of about 20 years. The part sent by
the United States is called Unity. It was first
launched in 1998. In 2002 the space station
was docked and solar panels were added. It
is now about the size of a football field

“The station weighs about a million
pounds and its velocity is about 17,500
mph. It’s about the size of a five-bedroom
home, and there are six to seven people
needed to experiment and maintain the
station,” according to Cirillo. “The view of
Earth is absolutely spectacular. It's built
above the Earth, for the Earth.” He showed
us some photos of what Earth looks like
from the station.

New Jersey native Scott Kelly recently
returned from the longest voyage of any
American astronaut. He spent about 340
days at the space station. Scientists now
have the ability to study the long-term
effects of being in space, as he returned just
this past month.

Kelly is also a unique study because his
identical twin brother, Mark, is a retired
astronaut. They both underwent extensive
medical studies, comparing the brothers
after 340 days ofone living on Earth and the
other in space. This data will help prepare
scientists to eventually journey to Mars.

The most crucial item to bring to space is
water. Not only is water used for drinking
and elimination, it's also used to provide oxy-
gen. Food is consumed in cans and packages.
To prevent crumbs from floating through the
station, pita bread is commonly consumed.

Astronauts must exercise two hours per
day to ensure their bones and muscles will
not deteriorate due to the lack of gravity. A
piece of equipment used for exercising in
space is named for celebrity Stephen Col-
bert, another space enthusiast. The astro-
nauts were shown strapped to the
machines as they completed their exercise
routine for the day. They were also shown
nestled in a cocoon type of apparatus to
sleep at night.

The most interesting experiences shown
at the space station were having a haircut and
using the bathroom. To get a haircut, a vacu-
um is he held to the head to remove the hair
after being cut. Handle bars and leg straps
are used to go to the bathroom, and the water
is recycled and used as drinking water, since
it is a precious commodity in space.

Lastly, Cirillo concluded his presenta-
tion by providing websites on which the
user can enter his or her location to deter-
mine the visibility of the space station. It
can be seen almost every morning or night
as long as it's not too cloudy. It also
depends on the angle of the satellite.

“It has to be at a certain angle for it to be
seen,” he said. “The website will provide all
the information needed. It’s definitely visi-
ble though. It will appear in the sky as a
white light, moving at a slow and steady
pace. Unlike an airplane, there won't be
any blinking lights.”
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Union County Cooperative
Extension receives awards

By Jennifer Rubino
Staff Writer
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The Rutgers Department of Family and
Community Health Sciences was bestowed
with a prestigious Culture of Health award
from YMCA Alliance in partnership with
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation dur-
ing the Culture of Health conference in
December.

Karen Ensle was also among the faculty
members recently honored by a “Team
Award Best of the Best” recognition by the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, a statewide
program that has branches in each county.
She is also the co-author of “Small Steps to
Health and Wealth.” It includes informa-
tion about healthy diets and how to cook
nutritious foods on a budget.

In addition to co-authoring a book,
Ensle has written numerous articles on the
subject of health such as, “Preparing Meals
— Is The Time Worth 1t?,” “Is it Healthier
to Cook at Home?,” and “Dine In to Save
Money Today and Tomorrow.” In the first
article, she refers to the “Barilla Study” that
found that families that ate together were
less likely to be overweight than those that
did not eat together as a family. In the sec-
ond article, she examines the difference of
eating in versus eating at a restaurant or
grabbing take-out. The article explains that
by eating at home, it’s easier to cut calories
and control portions than when ordering
food at a restaurant.

Ensle’s other article discusses the cost of
eating healthy. This is a challenge for most
people because the healthier foods almost
always seem to cost more money. She notes
that according to the Department of Agri-
culture, about one third of the money in the

ple save by eating more meals at home is
just the beginning of their potential sav-
ings. For additional financial impact, this
money could be invested and allowed to
grow over time. Through the magic ofcom-
pound interest, small dollar amounts can
grow handsomely,” said Ensle.

Health and agriculture are the two sub-
jects on which Rutgers Department of
Family Health Sciences program aims to
educate and enrich the youth throughout
Union County. They aim to get students
and teachers to eat more fresh fruits and
vegetables. They also have handicapped-
accessible gardens for teaching tools.

The Rutgers Family and Community
Health Sciences faculty were awarded for
their initiative in schools throughout Union
County. The Union County location in West-
field is run by Ensle, who was honored with
the recent recognition. The Rutgers Depart-
ment of Family and Community Health Sci-
ences recognized March as National Nutrition
Month and urged students to pay attention to
thewarning offad diets. In November, thanks
to 35 members of Union County’s 4-H Clubs
and the Tree Stewards, trees were planted in
Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield. The Union
County Tree Stewards were recently awarded
with an environmental award at the Wild
Earth Fest in Mountainside.

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County belongs to a national net-
work of more than 3,100 county offices and
research institutions, including Rutgers
University, organized under the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to foster youth
development and community health. It was
established more than too years ago to

s.nc on diMouni laU and show p<uk,«)es with URR and Metro North at mta into s ! NEW YORK
IN Waterway tomho inkels also available at ALVShOWRY.uMh (/ INU RAATIONAL U.S. is spent toward food sendees. Ensle help improve rural communities. Today, it

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

JS 'ORW *J < PDRI'IN>. Hi) SAaWWS AilOWfD RANDOM VKIUMV ANDBAtfHtCNS
ANMMvnvot IHHRtMIR NtV YOKK AUIOMQBftt IN AttRS ASSQCIAtON

explains not only how much money can be
saved by eating at home, but how much
money can be made that way, too.

embraces both urban and suburban life
and has expanded its influence to families
throughout Union County.
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Union County supports executive action

By Jennifer Rubino
StaffWriter

On Thursday, March 10, Union County
joined several other local advocates and offi-
cials to sign onto the amicus briefs filed in
U.S. v. Texas, the Supreme Court case that
will determine the fate of President Obama’s
executive actions on immigration. The deci-
sion to unfreeze programs such as Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals and Deferred
Action for Parents will affect the lives of mil-
lions of undocumented immigrants and
American families. Nearly 200,000 immi-
grants in New Jersey will be eligible for the
programs should the Supreme Court pass
uphold the executive action.

“I believe these programs will greatly help
the economy and prevent families from being
separated,” said Sara Cullinane of Make the
Road New Jersey, an organization that works
to protect the rights of immigrants. “If the
executive actions are passed, five million
undocumented workers will have work
authorization. | believe the only reason the
action is on hold right now is because of
racism and anti-immigration.”

Although the programs are unavailable
right now, people need to start preparing doc-
uments and saving money to apply. Accord-
ing to the Institute on Taxation and Econom-
ic Policy, 11 million undocumented immi-
grants living in the United States paid 11.64
billion dollars in state and local taxes. A study
found that tax contributions would increase
significantly under Obama’s executive actions
and even more under comprehensive immi-

gration reform granting all undocumented
immigrants lawful permanent residence.

“DAPA will help us come out of the shad-
ows and gain respect and dignity for our fam-
ilies,” said Maria Pereira of Hillside, and
member of Make the Road New Jersey, in a
recent press release. “DAPA means no more
separation of families. It will end the night-
mare of deportation for so many of our fami-
lies, giving us the chance to live in peace.
Today we say yes to DAPA, yes to our fami-
lies.”

The programs were first introduced by
President Obama in November of 2014.
Just one month later, Texas and several
other states filed a lawsuit against Obama’s
action. It was determined by Judge Hanen
in Texas to freeze the programs. In March
of 2015, the amicus brief was filed to sup-
port immigration action. There will be a
debate on April 18, about unfreezing these
programs, and a final decision is anticipat-
ed to be made in June.

“Itis well past time to fix our immigration
system, and as the grandson of immigrants
from Eastern Europe, | am proud to support
President Obama’s Executive Action on
Immigration,” said Union County Freeholder
Chairman Bruce Bergen in a recent press
release. “What better way to celebrate our
American success story, than by paving the
way for others to renew our country and live
out their American dreams? We are a nation
ofimmigrants, and this is what has made our
country great. We must continue to honor
this legacy.”

l MM \ -
(centerisland, across from Best Buy & McDonald's)
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Other county officials agree that our coun-
try would benefit from these programs. They
agree it's time to address the issue of immi-
gration and to implement a plan of action.
Other cities in the democratic state of New
Jersey that haw signed onto the bill include
Haledon, Jersey City, Newark, Paterson,
Plainfield, Princeton, Roselle, Union City, and
Trenton.

“As the youngest Democratic Freeholder
in the State of New Jersey, as an elected offi-
cial representing a county that 1 consider to
be a ‘melting pot’ of different ethnicities and
as a son of two hard-working immigrants
who came to this country for a brighter
future as so many other immigrants also do,
President Obama’s Executive Action on
Immigration is a personal issue for me that 1
very strongly support,” said Union County
Freeholder Vice Chairman Sergio Granados
in a recent press release. “Today’s immi-
grants are tomorrow’s entrepreneurs, scien-
tists and professionals, and are major con-
tributors to our economy and society. It’s
well past time to fix the system, and it is a
simple matter of humanity.”

The president’s executive actions will
allow approximately 5 million undocumented
immigrants to gain work authorization and
contribute to the economy while providing for
their families. Many people, including local
officials and immigrant leaders, will fight to
put Obama’s plan into action this year. What-
ever the outcome, a decision must be made
and hopefully it will be one that benefits the
majority of Americans.
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Success through the
power of questions
Speaker: Jim Charette

Date: Thursday, March 24, 2016
Location: Comcast
800 Rahway Ave. Union, NJ
Time: 5 p.m. -7 .pm
Admission: $10 members
$15 guest
‘Park in Visitor’s lot, closest to
building A
Enter through Building A. and
proceed to training room #1
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Joseph Young, 2 1/2, enjoying the
<lay-

sister Christina, 7, wait for the
hunt to begin.

Setting off down the path in search of
Easter eggs.

Rowan Gregory, 5,
enjoys a sack race.

of Union,

Liberty Hall Museum’s annual Easter egg hunt

By Klana Knopp
Staff Writer

It was a picture-perfect day for an Fast-
er egg hunt.

Liberty Hall Museum’s annual Easter
egg hunt was held on its 23-acre campus,
located on the grounds of Kean University,
on Saturday, March 26.

Bill Schroh. Jr., director of museum
operations, said the popular event is sold
out every year.

“We've been doing the hunt for six or
seven years, and each year it's sold out,”
said Schroh “People start making reserva-
tions in January."

The event is limited to 400 kids, and the
day is split into four sessions throughout
the day.

“There are a hundred children per ses-
sion,” said Schroh. “People like the small-
ness of it.”

According to Schroh, candy-filled plas-
tic eggs are hidden by volunteers — mostly
Kean University students — throughout the

Look

in

grounds. “We spend a month filling 4,000
eggs,” Schroh said. “We’re really into recy-
cling. We ask people to put used eggs into
our big basket so we can reuse them for
next year.”

Once the hunt begins, the excited egg-
hunters and their parents take off down a
wide gravel stone path that leads to a wide
expanse of emerald lawns dotted with dog-
wood and cherry-blossom trees, flowers
and other plantings. The colorful eggs are
scattered across the lawn, beneath trees,
and hidden under bushes and inside
flowerbeds. The kids scramble to collect
their eggs, then head off down another path
to greet the Easter Bunny.

Kean University student Michelle Fitzu-
la, of Linden, said she’s been coming back
to volunteer at the event for three years. “I
love it,” said Fitzula. “It's a good way to
spend a Saturday. | love seeing the kids all
dressed up.”

Lacey Bongard, coordinator of museum
programs, said she has enjoyed ninning the

next

week's paper for a

chance to

WIN!

Anything can happen in Jersey.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has agambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER™*.

program for the last five years.

“I love seeing all the kids dressed up and
with their Easter baskets,” she said.

The Easter Bunny is the main attraction,
and the kids wait anxiously for him to make
his grand entrance. Bongard muses that while
some of the kids get excited when the Easter
Bunny arrives, others may react differently.

“Lots of the kids have really amusing
reactions to the Easter Bunny,” said Bon-
gard. “Some kids — usually the younger
ones — have cried when the Easter Bunny
has shown up.”.

Jeanne Gregory, a Union resident, said
she’s been bringing her kids to the hunt for
four years.

“It’s really pretty here,” said Gregory of
the lush grounds. “There’s always some fun
games and it's a great photo opportunity.
My Kids think that this is where the Easter
Bunny lives. Every time we come here, my
kids say it's the Easter Bunny’s house.”

Oneida Lebron was there with her two
granddaughters, Christina and Miranda.

BOOKSALE

BOOK SALE

APRIL, 2016
EVENT: 6 Day Annual Book Sale
DETAILS: BOOKS & OTHER MEDIA DONATIONS
WANTED
Donations should be brought to Westy Self Storage,
15 River Road, Chatham, by April 7, 2016. Lobby
will be open from 8am-5pm weekdays; 9am-5pm
Saturdays: 11lam-3pm Sundays. We welcome
books, cp's, and DVD's, but do not accept text-
books, manuals, magazines, or encyclopedias.
Proceeds fund college scholarships for young
women in local high schools.
To volunteer or for more information email summit-
collegeclub@yahoo.com or call 908 464-2540.
The books must be in good condition and packed in
bags or small boxes.
ORGANIZATION: The Summit College Club a
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